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Before  
the Trip

Dvori Pshednovak grew up in the Gerrer 
community of Bnei Brak. Her husband, 
Yisrael, also a Gerrer chasid, grew up in 
Ashdod. Th y were both 19 when they got 
married. After living in Ashdod for six 
years, they moved to Bnei Brak around fi e 
years ago.

“For the first year I learned in kollel,” 
Yisrael shares. “After our first daughter 
was born and I had to make a living, I went 
to work at my parents’ factory in Ashdod.” 
Dvori worked as a professional child and 
family photographer.

Theirfirst major trip as a couple was to 
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T wo weeks before this 
past Rosh Hashanah, 
Dvori and Yisrael 
Pshednovak, both 31 
years old and from Bnei 
Brak, boarded a fligh  
to Moscow for a con-
necting flight to 

Vietnam with their three young children: 
ten-year-old Ruti, fi e-year-old Yonatan and 
three-year-old Yael. The Pshednovaks were 
starting a tour around the world, a trip with 
no specific destinations or return date—an 
itinerary that was a work in progress. To date, 
it has certainly been fi led with interesting 
experiences—including giving birth far from 
home and family. 

“We wanted to do this before we had to 
worry about our children missing school,” 
Dvori says.

Along with many other wandering Jews, 
they spent Rosh Hashanah at the Chabad 
House in Hoi An, Vietnam. Th y observed 
Yom Kippur in Cebu in the Philippines, and 
Sukkot found them in El Nido, located on 
the Philippine island of Palawan.

But while the phenomenon of backpacking 
Israelis is nothing new, and Israelis are known 
for visiting some of the most remote locations 
in the world, what would prompt a frum family 
to duplicate the experience? Here’s their story.
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Thailand “After our second child, Yonatan, was born, we were 
very busy for quite a while. He was a lively baby, and both of 
us really needed a break,”  says Dvori. “We’d always wanted 
to travel, so we decided to go to Thailandwithout the kids. It 
was during that trip that we were bitten by the travel bug. 

“On the flight home we got a message that my brother had 
just gotten engaged and would be getting married in America. 
Six months later, we took the whole family to the wedding 
and also spent a few weeks in Canada and in Florida. Before 
that trip, Yisrael hadn’t thought that traveling internationally 
with children was a good idea, but afterward he changed his 
mind. He really enjoyed it and discovered that it was possible 
to travel with kids after all.

“We prefer to travel independently, using guidebooks and 
doing the necessary research ahead of time to plan a loose 
day-by-day itinerary. We once went with Yisrael’s parents on 
an organized tour, and we saw that it wasn’t for us. We prefer 
to do things ourselves.” 

Dharamkot, a 
village with no cars, 

in the Indian 
Himalayas
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After several months of travel, Yisrael 
says, they already know their average 
monthly expenditure—$3,000 to $4,000—
and they try very hard to keep it in that 
range, although it’s sometimes difficul  
“Our time in the Far East was very expen-
sive because we visited several countries in 
a short time. Staying in New York was also 
expensive, but we’re doing our best to stay 
on budget.”

Yisrael explains what he means by 
passive income. “We’re trying to make 
money through our website while we travel. 
[See sidebar at the end of the article.] I 

hope that as it continues to get more hits, 
religious vacation companies will want to 
advertise on it. But the website still requires 
time and effort, even though it’s ‘passive 
income.’”

Their itinerary remains undefined  The
family may stay in the same place for a day, 
two days, a week or a month before picking 
up and moving on to the next destination. 
“It’s only a general outline,” Yisrael says. 
“For example, we know that our tourist 
visa for the US expires in April, but we 
don’t know exactly where in America we’ll 
be visiting before we leave for Canada. Our 

THE  PSHEDNOVAKS MAY STAY 
IN THE SAME PLACE FOR A 

DAY, TWO DAYS, A WEEK OR A 
MONTH BEFORE MOVING ON 
TO THE NEXT DESTINATION.

Before leaving on their world tour, the 
Pshednovaks sold their apartment in Bnei 
Brak. “We didn’t sell it to fund the trip,” 
Yisrael emphasizes. “We’d saved up enough 
money in advance. But it didn’t make 
economic sense to hold on to it, so we sold 
it and invested the money in a profitable
venture. 

“When we first started making plans,” 
he continues, “I wanted to postpone our 
trip for a year or two so we could organize 
ourselves financia ly. But Dvori was getting 
antsy and I was feeling pressured at work, 
so we decided to go ahead and do it. You 
never know what the future holds anyway, 
and I really wanted to be able to enjoy my 
kids while they’re young. 

“We figu ed we’d need enough money 
for a year, keeping our expenses to a 
minimum. We’re actually quite frugal. We 
have a predetermined amount of money 
we can spend, and if at some point we can’t 
generate additional passive income, we’ll 
call it quits and return to Israel.” 
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Yonatan near 
the Brooklyn 

Bridge
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what we are doing—home-schooling while 
traveling—is certainly different!

“We have a regular daily schedule even 
when we’re on the move. First we daven, 
after which each child has to review his or 
her required subjects, like reading or math, 
depending on age. It’s the same coursework 
that their friends are covering in school. 
Yael, our three-year-old, is just starting to 
learn the alef-beis and numbers. And we 
do the parshat hashavua together as a family 
once a week.

“Of course, aside from their studies, 
they’re also learning a lot from the trip 
itself. Thesekids have been to all kinds of 

museums and natural attractions, and 
they’re learning a lot of English. Th y’re 
also acquiring important math skills and 
learning how much things cost because 
we’re constantly converting money from 
one currency to another. Yonatan is only 
fi e, but he compares dollars to the Israeli 
shekel and decides whether or not it’s 
worth it to buy a toy in America or wait 
until he gets home. Thebeauty of home-
schooling is that children learn things both 
formally and informally, and we have great 
discussions.”

“What about Jewish studies, like 
Mishnah and Gemara?” I ask.

“OUR GOAL IS TO VISIT PLACES 
OF BREATHTAKING BEAUTY 

AND EXPERIENCE OTHER 
CULTURES. WE PREFER TO 
HIKE AND BE OUTDOORS.”

goal is to visit places of breathtaking beauty 
and experience other cultures. We always 
prefer to hike and be outdoors in nature 
than to visit tourist attractions that cost 
money. We don’t decide how long we’re 
going to remain in any given location until 
we get there.

“Thechildren get very excited about each 
new place we stay, trying to decide if the 
accommodations are better or worse than 
the last. Th y run from room to room to 
discover what’s new and special about it. 
Truthfully, I’m always surprised that it still 
excites them. Th y love crossing borders 
and seeing new places, and they always 
want to know when we’ll be moving on to 
the next location. Th y also love to fl . It’s 
been three months since our last flight and 
they miss it.” 

Thefamily always spends Shabbos near 
a Jewish community. But what about the 
children’s schooling? 

“We’re home-schooling,” Dvori explains, 
“which is something we were looking into 
for a long time. The e are other people in 
the chareidi community who do it, too. But 
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Ruti on the 
Norwegian coast
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when you’re traveling the world, you don’t 
have a choice if you ever want to rent a car 
or communicate with a clerk, so I jumped 
right in and did my best. In the beginning 
I had to use a lot of hand gestures, but I’ve 
come a long way since then. When one of 
our domestic flights was canceled in the 
United States, I had a 20-minute conver-
sation with the airline agent about putting 
us on a different one, all in English. 

“I’ve learned not to be embarrassed if I 
make mistakes. Last week we stayed in 
Washington with a family that had heard 
we were in the area and invited us. Th  
wife was Israeli, but the husband hardly 
knew any Hebrew. Still, we went to shul 
together and chatted away in English the 
whole time. Every day I’m learning more 
and more.” 

Dvori adds, “I studied in a seminary 

where English was taught, although it was 
more written than spoken. So I can read 
and spell pretty well, but Yisrael is the 
better speaker.”

The Naysayers
When Dvori and Yisrael first told their 

parents about the trip they’d planned, their 
reactions were mixed. Dvori’s parents, who 
were already familiar with their daughter’s 
wanderlust, were still taken aback by the 
idea but went along with it. Yisrael’s 
parents? Not so much.

“My mother cried when I told her we’d 
sold the apartment and were planning an 
open-ended trip around the world,” Yisrael 
says. “My father took the news a little 
better. Two days before the trip I went to 
visit my parents. My mother was still 

“Yonatan is only fi e,” Yisrael replies. “If 
he were in cheder, he’d be learning how to 
read, repeating words from a page of Te-
hillim or the siddur. So we’re doing that, 
and we study them together. Then I had 
an idea to try to teach him words he can 
relate to in order to pique his interest. 

“Now he’s hooked. He even reads on his 
own. I told my wife, ‘You were right and I 
was wrong.’ I’d had a lot of doubts about 
this whole home-schooling business. But 
now we’re both happy, and Yonatan no 
longer considers reading to be a chore.”

Interestingly, Dvori tells me that al-
though Yisrael never learned English in 
any formal way, he is now the one who 
speaks it better. “If I have to tell somebody 
something in English, I make him do it.” 

Yisrael adds, “When we first started out, 
I didn’t know a single word of English. But 

“WHEN WE FIRST 
STARTED OUT, I 
DIDN’T KNOW A 

SINGLE WORD OF 
ENGLISH. BUT I’VE 
COME A LONG WAY 

SINCE THEN.” 
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preparing for 

landing in the 
Philippines; Yael 
in Pennsylvania 

Amish country 
(left)
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worried. ‘Do you have any idea where you’ll 
be going?’ I tried to explain that we would 
have to wait and see where the trip took 
us. I really think she’s afraid we’re going to 
settle in the United States and not come 
back. She keeps asking where we’re going 
next, and I have to keep telling her I don’t 
know.”

“She wants to know our schedule months 
in advance,” Dvori adds, “but last night we 
didn’t even know where we’d be today! We 
left New York on Sunday morning without 
having arranged a place to stay that night, 
so we made our plans as we drove. Some 
people might find it hard to understand, 
but this system of going with the fl w 
works for us. We usually sleep in apart-
ments rather than in hotels to save money. 
Sometimes we don’t even finali e our ar-
rangements until half an hour before we 
get to our destination.

“We book the apartments on Airbnb, 
and I write my impression of each one on 
my blog. Some apartments have been less 

than pleasant. One was really dirty and we 
had to clean it ourselves. Another one, we 
discovered, was in a very unsavory location. 
But we learn from each reservation how 
to do it better the next time. Still, we have 
a limited budget, so we can’t always book 
the nicest places. We have to compromise.”

“What were your parents concerned 
about the most?” I inquire.

“As I said,” replies Dvori, “my parents 
were pretty much okay with it. Yisrael and 
I had already gone on extended trips in 
the past, for three or four weeks at a stretch. 

We’d gone to Europe twice and spent one 
Tishrei in India. I think their main concern 
was Yom Tov. ‘How are you going to cook 
everything yourself?’ they wanted to know. 

“Basically, I think they wanted us to stay 
home and spend the chagim with them. To 
be honest, the chagim in Israel are nice, but 
spending the Yomim Tovim abroad in an 
exotic place is a special experience. It’s 
exciting, an adventure.”

Yisrael adds, “In the beginning we only 
went away for Sukkot. Then we started 
leaving before Rosh Hashanah and staying 

“BELIEVE IT OR NOT,  
THIS TRIP HAS ONLY 

STRENGTHENED US AS A 
COUPLE AND AS A FAMILY... 

WE KNEW WE COULD DO IT.”
100   |    A M I • L I V I N G    |    A P R I L  8 ,  2 0 2 0    |    1 4  N I S A N  5 7 8 0

Liv463_FeatRoundTheWorld-1.indd   100 4/1/20   12:56 AM



until the end of Tishrei. My father gets 
really anxious and keeps tabs on us the 
whole time we’re away. Whenever we tell 
him we’re going somewhere, he does the 
research and tells us how long it takes to 
get there, what the weather will be like and 
which places to avoid.

“The truth is that we got all kinds of 
reactions when we announced our plans. 
Some of our friends thought we were brave. 
Others thought we were nuts and totally 
not normal.”

“What’s it like being with your spouse 
and children 24/7?” I ask.

Dvori is unequivocal. “Believe it or not, 
this trip has only strengthened us as a 
couple and as a family. We wondered 
about it ahead of time, but we knew we 
could do it. We also looked into the ex-
periences of other Israeli families that had 
done the same thing. One couple re-
ported that the only time they quarreled 
was the day they returned home!”

Yisrael agrees. “Before we left, I told 

my wife, ‘Listen, I’m looking forward to 
doing this, but I really want to get a 
babysitter at least once a month so we can 
go to a restaurant or do something without 
the kids.’ But we’ve been traveling for 
several months, and we still haven’t felt 
the need to actually do it. We’re all getting 
along great.”

“Don’t forget that we have a regular 
daily schedule no matter where we are,” 
Dvori points out. “After the kids go to 
bed at 7 or 8 p.m., we have quality time 
to ourselves, which is a lot more than we 
had back home.

“Our journey is getting better and better 
all the time,” she continues. “Thekids are 
actually one of the reasons we decided to 
embark on this journey. So many parents 
complain that they have a hard time 
dealing with their children, but it’s not 
the kids’ fault; the reason is that we’re 
busy and don’t have enough time to have 
fun with them. And the busier we are, the 
more they need us. You know how kids 

usually demand your attention whenever 
you have to make an important phone 
call? Well, for some reason that’s not hap-
pening on this trip. Whenever we need 
them to keep themselves busy, they do. 
We’re really having fun together, discov-
ering the world.”

“I’ll admit that I wasn’t used to spend-
ing so much time with my children 
before,” Yisrael tells me. “Back in Israel, 
the only time I could really interact with 
them was on Shabbat. But I was working 
so hard during the week that I barely had 
the koach to eat before falling asleep. It 
made me wonder what I was working for. 
I find that I’m much more relaxed when 
I’m traveling. I’ve also discovered how 
much patience I have for my kids because 
the stress level is minimal.”

Still, the long drives—up to ten hours 
a day—can sometimes be difficult. Dvori 
and Yisrael try to plan ahead, stopping 
every few hours so the family can stretch 
their legs. ThePshednovaks don’t use any 
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Yael in a rooftop pool in 
Singapore (left); Villager in 
India (above); Kids being kids in 
Pushkar, India (far left)
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videos or electronic screens to entertain 
the kids while they’re on the road. Instead, 
they listen to music, play games or draw, 
and of course, ask questions about what 
they’re seeing along the way, which makes 
for many interesting conversations.

We then turn to travel logistics. How 
do you pack for a trip when you don’t 
know how long you’ll be away? What do 
you take along?

“Because we first fl w to Asia and there 
were a lot of domestic flights, the 
maximum we could carry without any 
extra charges was one small roller bag per 
person, plus two more fi led with food. 
Wherever we went we left things behind, 
until we were down to fi e roller bags 
weighing seven kilos each, including my 
computer and camera, which weigh nearly 

ten pounds combined. But we had also 
packed a large suitcase full of winter clothes 
in advance and sent it to New York before 
our arrival. So now that we’re here, we have 
our fi e little suitcases, one big one, plus 
some toys and utensils we recently bought.”

Yisrael explains that they try to prepare 
their own food as much as possible to save 

on costs. Th y carry a few pots and pans 
with them from place to place, and when 
necessary, they purchase prepackaged 
kosher products for later use when they 
know it will be harder to find kosher food.

“We always stay in a place that has a 
kitchen,” says Dvori. “We buy vegetables, 
fruit, eggs and fresh kosher fish  and if we 

THEY TRY TO PREPARE 
THEIR OWN FOOD TO SAVE 
ON COSTS, CARRYING A FEW 
POTS AND PANS WITH THEM 

FROM PLACE TO PLACE.
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Ruti with 
schoolchildren in 
an Indian village; 
Yonatan in the 
pilot’s seat (right); 
In the mountain 
village of Sapa, 
Vietnam (far 
right)
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know in advance that a certain place won’t 
have kosher meat, we make sure to stock 
up ahead of time.”

“What about your other needs as frum 
Jews?” I ask Yisrael. “Not every location is 
going to have a Jewish kehillah, a shul or 
even a minyan.”

“I haven’t given up on my Torah learn-
ing,” Yisrael insists. “True, it’s not like at 
home, where I learned in a beit midrash, so 
sometimes I study alone. But almost every 
place we’ve gone has had a shul. Even in 
the Far East, where there aren’t any orga-
nized Jewish communities, there are 
Chabad Houses, kosher food and minya-
nim.”

“You can always cook for yourself, but 
having a Chabad House around is ex-
tremely helpful,” Dvori adds. “Our favor-

ite one was in the city of Pushkar, India. 
The atmosphere was very pleasant and they 
made us feel at home, plus the food was 
truly delicious. It was also varied, despite 
the fact that eating meat, fish and eggs isn’t 
permitted in the city for religious reasons.

“Last year when we went to India, we 
decided not to make any plans in advance. 
We usually like to be spontaneous, moving 
from place to place as we wish. But the 
trip turned out to be less successful than 
we had hoped. The e were certain places 
we wanted to visit that required domestic 
air travel, but because we hadn’t bought 
our tickets in advance, it was prohibi-
tively expensive, so we didn’t end up going 
to them. 

“This year, having learned our lesson, 
we planned every single detail of the six 
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“In the weeks before my due date, it 
was obviously a little harder to plan 
because we didn’t know the exact day I’d 
be having the baby or how long it would 
take me to recover,” says Dvori. “We 
wanted to be in New York, where we have 
some family members, and that’s where 
I gave birth to my daughter Shani. After 
two weeks of resting and relaxing, we 
resumed our trip. We didn’t want to have 
to interrupt it and go back to Israel, so 
we bought insurance that would cover 

the medical costs here. Since the baby 
was born, we’ve been to Baltimore, spent 
a Shabbat in Washington, and now we’re 
in South Carolina on our way to Florida.” 

“Having a baby in the middle of the 
trip made things a little more compli-
cated, of course, but baruch Hashem, ev-
erything has gone well. We plan on 
spending the next two weeks in Miami 
and Orlando. We usually try to spend a 
week in each location for budgetary 
reasons. Depending on how much we like 
it in Orlando, we will decide how long 
to stay before moving on to the next 
destination.”

What it’s like to have a baby on the 
road?

“It was great,” Yisrael tells me. “Our 
insurance covered everything. Dvori had 
the baby and no one asked us for a 
penny—and our little Shani is an Amer-
ican citizen! We also learned the truth 
behind the principle ‘Kol Yisrael areivim 

weeks we’d be spending in the Far East, 
including hotels, apartments and flights  
It reduced the pressure, and there was less 
worrying about where we would sleep at 
night. We were also more organized for 
our trip to the United States. We booked 
an apartment and rented a car while we 
were still on the plane, so everything was 
taken care of by the time we landed. We 
later decided to buy a car to use during 
our stay as it was more economical than 
renting one for so many months.

“HAVING A BABY IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE TRIP  MADE 

THINGS MORE COMPLICATED, 
BUT BARUCH HASHEM, 

EVERYTHING HAS GONE WELL.”

On a lake in  
Tam CÔc, Vietnam
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zeh lazeh.’ The e were people we hardly knew who offered to 
watch our kids while Dvori was in the hospital, including 
keeping them overnight while I stayed with her. The baby 
was born in a hospital on Staten Island, where there’s a big 
frum community that helped us.”

Anecdotes Along the Way
As easily identifi ble Jews, the Pshednovaks have been 

asked a lot of questions by people who have never encountered 
religious Jews before.

“When Yonatan was three, we took a trip to Croatia,” Dvori 
recalls. “He had long, curly blond peiyos. The owner of the 
apartment where we were staying told me that I had three 
beautiful girls. ‘No,’ I corrected her, ‘it’s two girls and a boy,’ 
but she didn’t understand. 

“A few days later, Yonatan accidentally stepped on a light 
bulb and had to go to the hospital for stitches. The owner 
accompanied Yisrael and Yonatan to the hospital to help 
them communicate with the staff. When they arrived, she 
told the doctor that the little girl had hurt her foot when she 
stepped on some glass. Yisrael had to explain that Yonatan 
was actually a boy with chasidic side curls. 

Ruti helps make challah at the Chabad House in Manali, India
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“As I mentioned, the first trip we took 
with the kids was to my brother’s wedding 
in America. Wanting to cram in as many 
excursions as we could, we planned that 
as soon as we landed in New York, two 
days before the wedding, we would im-
mediately drive to Niagara Falls in 
Canada. We went over our route a thou-
sand times and checked the maps on 
Google so there wouldn’t be any sur-
prises. It was supposed to take eight 
hours, and since it was late, we planned 
to stop for a brief night’s sleep midway 
along the drive.

“We left the airport at midnight, and 
at 4 a.m. we arrived at the small motel 
we’d booked for the night. We had two 
little kids and were pretty jet-lagged by 
then. But when we walked into the lobby, 
the manager told us that the place was 
fully booked! We were shocked and didn’t 
know what to do. 

“But being the organized people we 
are, we showed him the printout of our 
confi mation from the website we’d used 
to make the reservation. After examining 
it carefully, he pointed out that we’d made 
a small mistake. Instead of booking a 
motel in Johnson City, New York, we’d 
booked a motel belonging to the same 
chain in Johnson City, Tennessee! We 
couldn’t stop laughing. Even with all our 
preparation, we’d still messed up. 

“Themanager was kind enough to send 
us to another motel fi e miles away that 
serviced truck drivers. Our room smelled 
like an ashtray and was as cold as a 
morgue. We slept for two hours and then 
continued on our way to Canada. Th  
experience made us realize that we were 
really resilient and could deal with any-
thing.” 

Yisrael adds, “In Russia, almost no one 
in the service industry speaks English. 
The only taxi driver who knew English 
was a Muslim from one of the Arab 
countries. He told us that he travels all 
over the world, but he’d be afraid to visit 
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The children 
enjoying themselves 
on the beach in the 
Philipppines, with a 
cow in India, and in 
Vietnam (above); 
Preparing for Sukkot 
in the Philippines.
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“AT THE TIME, YONATAN HAD 
LONG BLOND PEIYOS. THE 

OWNER OF THE APARTMENT 
TOLD ME THAT I HAD THREE 

BEAUTIFUL GIRLS.”
Israel because his friends had told him 
that they blow people up in the streets 
there.

“During our first trip for Yom Tov, we 
arrived in a remote town in France with 
three children under seven, one of whom 
was a baby,” Dvori shares. “On Shabbat, 
the baby came down with a fever. Right 

after Havdalah we called the owner of 
the apartment we were staying in, and 
she made an appointment for us with a 
doctor in a nearby town. We drove to the 
address and saw that it was a hospital—
but it was closed. We walked around the 
building to see if there was another en-
trance, but we couldn’t find one. It was 

cold, it was the middle of the night, and 
we were all alone with three little kids, 
including a sick baby. 

“Suddenly, from out of nowhere, a 
distinguished-looking gentleman ap-
peared and took us on a 15-minute walk 
to the emergency room in another build-
ing that was part of the same hospital. 
Thedoctor examined the baby, prescribed 
some medication, and told us that we 
needed to go to the police station to pick 
it up. We were sure we hadn’t understood 
him correctly. We asked him several more 
times, and each time he repeated the same 
information. We were very confused. 
Luckily, as soon as we walked outside, we 
bumped into the same nice man who had 
directed us there. When we told him what 
the doctor had said, he explained that this 
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was the way things were done in that part 
of France!”

The Pshednovaks say that many other 
travelers who are non-observant or non-
Jewish have asked them how they manage 
on the road. Yisrael tells me proudly that 
many Israelis pay more attention to kashrut 
after meeting them, never having thought 
it was possible to keep kosher abroad. After 
meeting the Pshednovaks, some have also 
realized that traveling with kids is some-
thing to consider.

“Have you ever encountered any anti-
Semitism?” I wonder.

“Baruch Hashem, no,” Dvori replies. “But 
now that we’re in America, in light of all 
the anti-Semitic incidents in recent 
months, I am a bit fearful. The e’s also more 
crime in general here than there is in Israel. 
We usually make sure that Yisrael wears a 
hat over his kippah, but Yonatan goes out 
with a kippah and peiyos. But thank G-d, 

we haven’t had any unpleasant experi-
ences.”

What about scary ones?  
“In India, we went for a rickshaw ride 

in the market,” Yisrael tells me. “We were 
riding along when a drunken man came 
over and tried to touch our children. We 
warned him to go away, but he persisted. 
The driver was also yelling at him in his 

own language. Thismade the drunken man 
angry, so he tried to get some bystanders 
involved. Before we knew it, we were sur-
rounded by people. Then the driver got 
down and started hitting the man, and 
soon they were beating each other up. 

“The good news was that we ourselves 
weren’t in danger because the Indians on 
the street protected us. Th y told the driver 

MANY ISRAELIS PAY MORE 
ATTENTION TO KASHRUT 
AFTER MEETING THEM, 

NEVER HAVING 
THOUGHT IT WAS 

POSSIBLE ABROAD.

Yonatan in Vietnem (top); Preparing 
for Rosh Hashanah dinner in 
Dharamshala, India
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On the waterfront at 
El Nido, Philippines
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that they would keep us safe and led us 
away from the violence while he fought 
off the drunk. So it ended well, but it was 
pretty upsetting at the time.”

I ask the Pshednovaks to tell me about 
some of the exotic places they’ve visited.

“Thailand is beautiful,” Yisrael says. “It 
looks like an artist’s conception of Gan 
Eden. It makes you feel relaxed and care-
free. We had a wonderful time wherever 
we went in the Far East. But the most 
beautiful place we’ve been to is undoubt-
edly Boracay, in the Philippines. It has the 
clearest water and most beautiful sunsets 
we’ve ever seen. In America, the most 
beautiful sunsets were in Key West, Florida.

“Norway is also unusually picturesque. 
Our travels have made us realize that no 
matter what country you are in, living in 
natural surroundings rather than in a city 
will give you a better quality of life.” 

“Has travel changed you at all?” I inquire. 

“Definite y,” says Dvori. “It has made 
us much calmer and more patient. One 
of the houses we stayed in in Florida had 
a porch that overlooked the sea. We could 
sit and watch dolphins jumping out of 
the water. In the Philippines, we once 
took a boat out to a deserted island. Th  
kids loved running in the surf, and we 
felt like we were the only people in the 
world. I don’t think we’re ever going to 
go back to an urban environment.

“Our tourist visa for the United States 
is only good for six months, so eventu-
ally we’re going to have to decide where 
to go next. Right now we’re leaning 
toward Central America. My dream is to 
go to Cuba, but Yisrael wants to go to 
Africa. We’ve had these dreams since we 
were little, and we have yet to fulfill them 
all. We’ll see what the future brings.

“Early last week, we realized that our 
plans were going to change because of 

Gassing up the tricycle in El 
Nido, Philippines (top); Bridge 
of hands, Vietnam (above)
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the coronavirus, so we decided to stop 
moving around for a while.  Around the 
same time, all of the schools in Israel were 
canceled, and I started getting frantic mes-
sages from parents begging me for tips on 
how to survive with the kids at home!”

“Are you planning on returning to Israel 
for Pesach?”

“No, and we also don’t know if we’ll be 

able to visit Canada as planned. Every-
thing is still up in the air. We’re waiting 
to see what happens along with everyone 
else. Either we’ll go down to Mexico if 
possible, or we’ll ask for an extension to 
stay in the United States. Only time will 
tell.” ●

To escape the coronavirus, the Pshednovaks 
will be spending Pesach in Montana.

Resources for  
Like-Minded Others

For the past several years, Dvori has maintained a Hebrew-language blog 

called Hulkasher (Chutz Laaretz Kasher), as well as a Facebook page with 

17,000 followers, where religious travelers consult each other and share 

information about appropriate travel destinations, kosher restaurants and 

synagogues. Dvori facilitates the group, incorporating her experiences into 

the discussions, and updates it with information from her current adven-

ture. For the past two years, she has also run a similar website that provides 

a list of resources such as Chabad Houses, as well as information on the 

availability of kosher food for religious Jews on the road.

Yisrael with the children in Moscow, on the first leg of the trip to Vietnam
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