
Sounds stunning! So 
where do you stay, 
and live, every time 
you travel to a new 
location?
My parents find Airbnbs. Airbnb is 
a company that lists vacation apart-
ments and cabins available for rent 
from around the world. It’s a lot of 
fun to wake up every week in a dif-
ferent house in a different country. 
We’ve stayed in almost every type of 
house that exists. From brick Tudors  
to wooden log houses to big and airy 
condos…

What does a regular day 
look like for you and 
your family?
We wake up, daven, eat breakfast, and 
then do all of the regular household 
activities like cooking, cleaning, and 
running and jumping. We don’t have 
too many possessions because we 
need to be able to pack and unpack 
easily in each location, but the Airb-

nbs usually come with their own lin-

en, towels and soaps. When it comes 
to toys and playing, the younger kids 
usually run around outside, and I sit 
and edit videos. My parents bought 
me a special camera as a gift. It’s an 
action camera, which means I can use 
it to take long videos and I can also 
take pictures in extreme places like 
underwater—which is great for when 
we go snorkeling. On “off days” I usu-

ally edit and organize all my pictures 
and videos, and I also like to read, if 
books are available.

But all of that is only on “off days.” On 
“regular” days we usually head out-
doors after breakfast, either in order 

to travel from country to country, or 
else to go on a trip and explore the 
country that we’re in.

What about school, 
education, and all that 
stuff?
Right now we’re enrolled in a school 
in Cape Town. Whenever we’re in any 
city with a large Jewish school (usu-

ally affiliated with the local Chabad 
House) then our parents enroll us in 
that school and we become tempo-

rary students there. In other places, 
though, we learn through the un-
school method. Un-schooling is a 
type of homeschooling where kids 
learn from their environment and the 
things that interest them. We learn 
things like math by figuring out how 
to switch money into the local cur-
rency, and we learn new languages 
from being around people who speak 
English, Spanish, Portuguese, etcet-
era. Limudei kodesh is taught in a very 
hands-on way. We learn halachah 

Canada, US, Italy, Switzerland, Germa-

ny, France, Hungary, Croatia, Slovenia, 
Austria, India, Norway, Russia, Viet-
nam, Singapore… There are more, but 
I think that’s enough for now! I actual-
ly have a dollar bill from every place 
that I’ve been through as a memen-

to, but I’m pretty sure that I’ll always 
remember all of the places I’ve seen 
even without that. They’re just so dif-
ferent from one another.

What is the most 
beautiful place that 
you’ve seen in your 
travels?
There are so many beautiful places 
I saw that it’s hard to choose… But I 
really loved Montana, a state in the 
US. COVID reached the United States 
while we were in Montana, so we got 
stuck there for two and a half months. 
We’d wake up in the morning and go 
into our yard and look at the snowy 
mountains across from our house. The 
only living creatures there were deer. 
It was stunning!

Oh, and another pretty place: the is-

lands of the Philippines. We stayed on 
one island alone for a few days and 
the view was gorgeous. There were 
sparkling turquoise waters every-

where that you looked. It was breath-

taking.

Ruti's baby sister on a drive 
in Nicaragua.

Ruti and her siblings 
hanging around Ome-

tepe, Nicaragua. 

When did you and your 
family first set out to 
see the world?
Our adventure began two and a half 
years ago when I was ten years old. 
We sold our house and left Israel with 
a one-way ticket. We have no plan to 
actually “return”—our goal is to see 
as much of the world as we can!

Where are you living 
now?
Right now I’m in Cape Town, South 
Africa, together with my family. Just 
three months ago we were in Colom-

bia, South America. We don’t actually 
“live” in these places, it’s more like we 
tour them. And we sort of live here too, 
obviously, because we’re here. But in 
another three weeks we’re going to 
leave Cape Town to travel through 
other cities in South Africa and the 
rest of Africa. Knowing that makes me 
realize that home isn’t the four walls 
that I live inside of; it’s the places that 
I spend time with my family.

We’re a regular family in some ways, I 
guess, but we’re also super connected 
to one another because moving from 
one place to another as often as we do, 
the only people who we see on a dai-
ly basis over the course of a year are 
our parents and siblings. Our friends 
come and go (actually, we’re the ones 
doing the coming and going!), but my 
parents and siblings are always there.

What are some of the 
countries that you’ve 
been to in your travels?
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Lag BaOmer in Pray, 
Montana.

A stunning infinity pool on a 
roof in Singapore.
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hat’s it like to live...every-

where?

Meet 12-year-old Ruti Psh-

ednovak, originally from Bnei Brak, 
Israel, and today from “All Around 
the World,” who’s been through, and 
lived in, over 30 countries! For the 
Pshednovaks, moving in and out of 
five homes in one month and driving 
through six different countries isn’t 
considered “moving.” It’s a way of 
life. Aim! caught up with Ruti in South 
America for a conversation about her 
life on the road.  
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from our daily existence, 
and all of the things we 
need to do because we’re 
traveling. We also learn 
Chumash and the parshah 

with our father.

Tell us some halachos 
that you’ve picked up 
specifically because of 
your travels.
Kashrus. I’ve seen my parents kasher 

the kitchen in each new Airbnb that 
we go to, and I know the process by 
heart. There’s water that needs to 
be boiled and then poured over the 
counters and there are certain keilim 

that can be kashered and others that 
cannot. We have our own pots and 
pans that we always take along with 
us, but certain keilim can also be kash-

ered and it’s good to know that.

I also know how to keep Yom Tov in far-
flung places. Sukkos, for example, we 
were in Mexico. It was really special 
to go hunting for sukkah equipment 
together with my father. We managed 
to find a special tree with leaves that 
could be used as s'chach outside and 
we got three out of four of the daled 

minim together too. We got stuck with 
aravos, though, so my parents ordered 
them from friends in Mexico City and 
asked them to send them to us. The 
notice about the package’s arrival 

came to our Airbnb on Suk-

kos morning! My father told 
our Airbnb owner about it 
and he went to the post office 
to get it for us. In the end we had our 
lulav, esrog, hadasim, and aravos right 
in the nick of time.

Wow! What about 
Chanukah? How did you 
celebrate Chanukah in 
your travels?
Last year we were in Cozumel, Mexico, 
for Chanukah. The Chabad shluchim 

there arranged for a party every night, 
and me and my siblings had a lot of 
fun at each one. One night the party 
was in the house of geirim who had 
converted to Yiddishkeit exactly one 
year earlier and lots of people came. 
But even before Chanukah I started 
getting ready by asking Mexicans (not 
Jews) to say the words “Chanukah sa-

mei'ach miHul Kasher.” (Hul Kasher—
as in Chutz LaAretz Kosher, the name 
of my parents’ “travel-business.”) The 
Mexicans pronounced the words in a 
really funny way, and I recorded it all 

on my camera. I then edited it all into 
a cute video clip and my parents pub-

licized it. A lot of people said that they 
really liked the video.

What about friends? 
What is your social life 
like with you constantly 
moving from country to 
country?
That’s the only really hard part of trav-

eling the world. Whenever we’re in a 
place that has a school, I go, and I usu-

ally make friends there. But then, after 
a week, two weeks, or even a month, 
we pick up and move again. Then I 
have to start all over again and that’s 
hard.

In Pennsylvania, especially, I became 
very close to a girl my age. The girl 
was about to celebrate her bas mitz-

vah and I edited a video clip for the 
party. I even managed to go to the 

cause we’re so obviously different. 
Like in Honduras. We were in the mar-
ketplace shopping and someone kept 
on following us around. When I told 
that to my father he turned around 
and the man asked us if we were Jew-

ish. The man said that he’s Jewish too 
and that his name is Levi. He showed 
us where the kosher fish were and 
told us how to get to a small Jewish 
community in the area.

We’ve seen many reactions to our 
being Jewish, and they were almost 
always positive. The only place where 
we experienced any anti-Semitism 
really was in Europe. We were in Nor-
way for Pesach and the local Chabad 
House wouldn’t give us the address 
to the place where the local Seder 
was being held until right before it 
was scheduled to begin. They were 
too afraid that anti-Semites might do 
something if they knew where the 
Seder was being held.

Have you had any 
interesting encounters 
with animals in the 
countries you’ve been in?
We’ve seen lots of interesting animals, 
but I think the most interesting ones 
were the manatees, sea cows, that we 
saw in Mexico and Florida when we 
went snorkeling there. Those are 
big “cow”-type mammals that 
live in the water.

What about 
transportation? How 
do you get around from 
place to place?
When we were in the United States 
my parents bought a car. We used that 
car to get around the United States, 
Central America, and South Ameri-
ca. Before leaving to Africa, though, 
we left the car with the owner of our 
Airbnb in Colombia and flew by plane 
across the South Atlantic Ocean. Now 
we’re here in South Africa, putting to-

gether an RV to tour Africa with. The 
RV will be ready in about a month and 
then we’ll leave Cape Town to tour the 
rest of Africa.

Any further plans of 
ending this trip and 
returning to Israel?
No. For now we’re just enjoying our 
time together, touring the world and 
seeing the wonders of Hashem’s cre-

ations. We have no plans of stopping 
anytime soon.

Wow! May you continue 
to enjoy and grow 
from your travels. Bon 
voyage! ☉

Ruti's little sister 
poses in Zion Na-

tional Park, Utah.
Ruti really enjoyed the 

manatees in Florida. 

Mah rabu masecha Hashem! 
Falls in San Luis Potosi, Mexico. 

Snap! Ruti's family takes 
pictures wherever they 
go. This was taken in 
Guatemala, a country in 
Central America. 

Another day, 
another adven-
ture! 

Ruti and her sister on a  
street in Italy a few years 

ago.

All ready for 
Sukkos! 

party itself, but the next day we left 
Pennsylvania and I was sad to lose 
that friendship.

On the other hand, having a friend 
for a short amount of time is usually 
better than having no friend at all. 
In some of the places we go to there 
are absolutely no Jews (or even other 
people) around for miles and that can 
be a bit lonely. It's beautiful and nice 
to see Hashem’s world but sometimes 
it's a bit lonely.

What’s it like to be one 
of the only Jews in a 
far-flung place?
Amazing! There is something very spe-

cial about being the only one keeping 
Shabbos on an island. I even celebrat-
ed my bas mitzvah in the middle of 
the Nicaraguan jungle. My father flew 
to New York a few days before to get 
things for the party and even though 
only my parents and siblings were at 
the party it was really, really special.

Sometimes people will stop us be-

Ruti and her family 
know experiences 
are so much more 
valuable than stuff. 
Here you can see 
their luggage for 
their entire family. 


